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1.0 Expected Outcome
1.1 That the Council can undertake a Community Governance Review (CGR) in the 

timescales set out in Appendix 1.

2.0 Recommendation
2.1 It is recommended that the Council:-

(1) agrees to conduct a Community Governance Review in accordance with 
the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, for 
the whole of the South Lakeland District;

(2) agrees to the proposed Timetable and Terms of Reference of the 
Community Governance Review as set out in Appendix 1;

(3) authorises the Director of Policy and Resources (Monitoring Officer) to 
take all necessary steps in relation to the Review keeping members up 
to date with progress.

3.0 Background and Proposals
3.1 The Local Government and Public Involvement in Health 2007 Act (“the 2007 Act”) 

transferred full responsibility for parish reviews, now called Community Governance 
Reviews, to principal councils in England. 

3.2 A review of parishes in South Lakeland is due and following implementation of the 
district ward boundary changes it is an appropriate time to engage with the parish 
councils and communities within the District to conduct a full review of parishes and 
their electoral arrangements to ensure that the local government provided is effective 
and convenient, reflecting the interests and identifies of the communities involved.

3.3 The Council is under a duty to carry out a Community Governance Review if it 
receives a valid community governance petition for the whole or part of the council’s 
area.  However, the duty to conduct a review does not apply if the Council:

a) has concluded a Community Governance Review within the last two years 
which in its opinion covered the whole or a significant part of the area of the 
petition or 



b) it is current conducting a review of the whole, or a significant part of the 
area to which the petition relates.

3.4 The Council last undertook a review during 2013. It received representations from 
some Parishes in 2014 to consider a further community governance review but at 
that time it had received notification from the Local Government Boundary 
Commission (“the Boundary Commission”) for England (LGBCE) that it was to 
undertake a further electoral review. Advice at that time was not to proceed with a 
Community Governance Review at the same time as an electoral review. The 
outcome of the review of the National Park boundaries was also awaited and 
therefore any further review was considered premature. In September 2014 Council 
resolved that “the Council does not undertake a further Community Governance 
Review at this time but that officers look at a timetable for a review to commence by 
March 2017”.

3.5 In March 2017, Council authorised the Corporate Director (Monitoring Officer) to 
undertake a CGR at an appropriate time following the 2018 District Elections. This 
report brings forward the Terms of Reference for the Review.

4.0 Consultation
4.1 The Review would be undertaken in accordance with Chapter 3 of the 2007 Act and 

the Guidance on Community Governance Reviews (March 2010) provided by the 
Department for Communities and Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England. The proposed timetable is included within the Terms of Reference attached 
as Appendix 1.

4.2 The Council must as part of the Review consult with local people and take into 
account any representations made in connection with the Review. The Review must 
ensure that the proposed community governance reflects the interests and identities 
of the community. It must also make certain that the arrangements are effective and 
convenient for the electors of that community.

4.3 The Review will also have regard to the localism and neighbourhood planning 
agenda and a corporate approach will be adopted involving the relevant services 
across the Council.

5.0 Alternative Options
5.1 The Guidance on Community Governance Reviews, published jointly by the 

Government and the Electoral Commission, indicates that where a review has been 
conducted within the last two years, the principal council still has the power to 
undertake another review if it so wishes. The duty for the Council to undertake a 
community governance review in response to the receipt of a petition, however, does 
not apply if the council has conducted a review within the last two years.

5.2 The 2007 Act provides for a principal council to conduct a Community Governance 
Review at any time. It is considered good practice for principal authorities to consider 
conducting a review every 10-15 years.

6.0 Links to Council Priorities
6.1 Our Place - The Council will put South Lakeland at the heart of decision making.  The 

Council will help towns and villages thrive commercially whilst retaining their 
distinctive character. The Council is committed to furthering the localism agenda and 
empowering local communities to develop.



7.0 Implications
Financial, Resources and Procurement

7.1 Under the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, local 
authorities have responsibility for undertaking community governance reviews. The 
process is prescribed and involves officer time and other associated costs, such as 
postage and printing. These costs will be met from within existing budgets.

Human Resources
7.2 There will be human resource implications arising from a review which will involve 

Officers from across the council.

Legal
7.3.1 Section 82 of the 2007 Act empowers the District Council to undertake a Community 

Governance Review of the whole or part of its area, for the purpose of making 
recommendations with regard to the constitution of new parishes, the alteration or 
abolition of existing parishes, the grouping or de-grouping of parishes, and 
consequential matters. In this current case the fact that the conclusion of the last 
review took place in December 2013 does not detract from that power.

7.3.2 Any review would be undertaken in accordance with Chapter 3 of the 2007 Act and 
the Guidance on Community Governance Reviews (March 2010) provided by the 
Department for Communities and Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England.

7.3.3 Where parish councils are directly affected by the Boundary Commission’s 
recommendations for district ward boundaries, they can make recommendations for 
their electoral arrangements.  These include recommendations 

 for the number of councillors to be elected to the council 
 the need for parish wards 
 the number and boundaries of any parish wards 
 the number of councillors to be elected from any parish ward 
 the name of any parish ward

7.3.4 Whilst making recommendations on these aspects of parish electoral arrangements, 
the Boundary Commission state that they will not normally make recommendations to 
change the total number of parish councillors for any particular parish.  Their 
guidance states that this is a matter best resolved locally. The District Council can 
resolve to make such changes following a Community Governance Review. 

7.3.5 Where parish councils are directly affected by the Boundary Commission’s 
recommendations for district ward boundaries, the LGBCE can make 
recommendations for their electoral arrangements. 

7.3.6 All community governance reviews will be undertaken in accordance with the 
requirements laid down in the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health 
Act 2007 and the joint guidance on community governance reviews published by the 
Communities and Local Government Department and LGBCE in 2010.

Health, Social, Economic and Environmental
7.4 Have you completed a Health, Social, Economic and Environmental Impact 

Assessment? Yes (attached at Appendix 2).

Equality and Diversity
7.5 Have you completed an Equality Impact Analysis? Yes (attached at Appendix 3).



Risk
Risk Consequence Controls required
That without periodic 
Community Governance 
Reviews, areas of South 
Lakeland are not represented by 
the appropriate parish council.

Residents feel 
disconnected from the 
business of the parish 
council.

Community Governance 
Reviews carried out 
periodically to respond to 
changes in circumstances 
or valid petitions 
presented within the 
appropriate timeframe.

Contact Officers
Report Authors:

Paul Mountford, Principal Performance and Intelligence Officer - 
p.mountford@southlakeland.gov.uk 

Sarah Berry, Projects and Innovation Officer - s.berry@southlakeland.gov.uk 

Appendices Attached to this Report

Appendix No. Name of Appendix
1 Community Governance Review - Terms of Reference

2 Community Governance Review - Sustainability Impact Assessment

3 Community Governance Review - Equality Impact Assessment

Background Documents Available
Name of Background document Where it is available
Community Governance Review Report March 
2017

Community Governance Review 2017 
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